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Dear Maxine: 

I hope 
ususa l  i n  your 
l i n e s ,  bu t  t h e  
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you had a good s ta r t  i n  t h i s  New Year, and t h a t  t h i n g s  
l ab .  Here I a m  no t  doing bad. We are working very hard 

go fas t  as 
on s e v e r a l  

most i n t e r e s t i n g  ones a r e  t h e  Friend ce l l s .  We are doing a t  t h e  
same time somatic c e l l  hybr ids ,  s tudy  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  chromatin,  s t u d i e s  of t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  and i s o l a t i o n  of  mutants. We have i s o l a t e d  2 1  d i f f e r e n t  RNA polymerase 
mutants i n  t h i s  c e l l  and are c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e  midst of a problem on how t o  analyze 
a l l  of them. Also t h e  work on h i s t i d i n e  ope ra to r  i s  progressing.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I 
becope involved i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of  a g i g a n t i c  d i d a c t i c  operat6on f o r  our  s tuden t s  
i n  t h e  Medical School. It looks  as i f  t h i s  year  should r e a l l y  become a landmark 
f o r  t h e  medical s t u d i e s  i n  t h i s  Facul ty .  And s i n c e  w e  are t h e  first t o  t r y  such 
methods, maybe even of I t a l y .  

Anyway, t h e  reason of t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  two-fold. F i r s t ,  I would be very  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r ece iv ing  information about  your recombinant DNA l e g i s l a t i o n .  While I 
was i n  your l a b  I only s u p e r f i c i a l l y  followed t h i s  sub jec t .  Now, however, I a m  
very i n t e r e s t e d  because t h e r e  i s  a chance of  l e g i s l a t i o n  being "imposed" from t h e  
government. Do t h a t  many s c i e n t i s t s  would l i k e  t o  propose themselves a l e g i s l a t i o n .  
Therefore,  I would be very i n t e r e s t e d  i f  you could send m e  material on t h i s  sub jec t  
as w e l l  as suggest ions.Like,  how d id  you so lve  t h e  problem i n  t h e  U.S. 

The second problem is t h e  fol lowing.  For our  i n  v i t r o  work on Friend cel ls ,  
we need i n  a near  f u t u r e  
My quest ion is t h e  fol lowing.  a)How is t h e  commercial r e v e r s e  t r a n s c r i p t a s e .  
b) Is t h e  
prepare t h e  enzyme our se lves ) ;  c )  or do you t h i n k  w e  could g e t  t h e  enzyme i t s e l f  
from somebody a t  NIH? I d o n ' t  know personal ly  anyone i n  t h i s  f i e ldand  t h e r e f o r e  
hope t h a t  you can he lp  m e .  O f  course ,  I would con tac t  anyone pe r sona l ly  a f te rwards .  

( a c t u a l l y  very soon) t o  syn thes i ze  cDNA t o  hemoglobin mRNA. 

av ian  myeloblas tos i s  v i r u s  a v a i l a b l e  from somebody a t  N I H  ( s o  t h a t  we could 

Give my b e s t  r ega rds  t o  everybody i n  t h e  l a b .  I cannot t h ink  of  anyone i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t o  send more r ega rds ,  bu t  maybe a specj-a1 one t o  Dinah and Minou. I 
w i l l  probably come t o  t h e  U.S. beginning of J u l y  ( I  have been i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  Gordon 
Conference). So I hope 1'11 see you then. Thank you very  much i n  advance and say  
h a l l o  t o  a l l  your family.  


